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DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE AND PROPOSALS

The Site 

1. The application site measures 2.7 ha in area and consists of an undeveloped parcel 
of land to the south of Durham City Centre within the University Mountjoy Centre. 
Existing university buildings are located to the north of the site, to the east an existing 
car park is located, to the south Great High Wood is located and to the west Hollingside 
Lane is sited, beyond which lies Collingwood Collage. There is a level change on site 
extending to a maximum fall of 8m in a northerly direction from Great High Wood. 
Vehicular access to the site is provided through the existing Mountjoy Centre, leading 
to Stockton Road. Pedestrian access is provided through this road network and also 
off Hollingside Lane, leading to South Road. 

2. The Durham (City Centre) Conservation Area lies approximately 280m to the north 
west of the site, whilst the Durham Caste and Cathedral World Heritage Site lies 
approximately 850m to the north of the site.  The nearest listed building lies 
approximately 182m to the south west of the site, (Grade II, Hollingside House and 
Wall), whilst the Grade II Listed Building of the School of Oriental Studies lies 
approximately 520m to the west of the site. The Durham Green Belt lies approximately 
5m to the south of the site, which also forms the boundary to the Great High Wood 
Ancient Woodland and Area of High Landscape Value and Houghall, Maiden Castle 
and Little Woods Local Wildlife Site.  A Public right of way crosses the northern part of 
the application site (no. 36 and 37 Durham)

mailto:steven.pilkington@durham.gov.uk


The Proposal 

3. Planning permission is sought for the erection of a 4 storey building providing 10,933 
sqm of floor space to provide new accommodation for Durham University’s 
Mathematical Sciences and Computer Science Departments. It is estimated that the 
building would accommodate approximately 2000 students and 140 staff.   

4. The building would be effectively rectangular shaped, measuring approximately 69m 
by 65m and would be arranged to create 4 internal courtyards. The maximum height 
of the main building would measure 16m, however the building would be cut into the 
existing slope, which would be partially re-graded. The ground level forming a linear 
block and retaining wall whist the upper levels would project over ground level, which 
would consist of curtain glazing. The upper floors would consist of projecting bands of 
pre-patinated copper separated by glazing set in a deep revel.  The roof top would 
provide a photo voltaic array, cooling equipment and boiler flues. 

5. Vehicular Access to the site would be retained through the existing Mountjoy Centre 
for service vehicles and the 6 proposed accessible spaces. A total of 96 cycle parking 
spaces of which 20 are in a secure covered shelter are proposed. The existing 
pedestrian access onto Hollingside Lane would be upgraded to provide a multi user 
route for pedestrians and cyclists. 

6. The building would allow the relocation of the Mathematical Sciences and Computer 
Science Departments from elsewhere in the university. The vacated space would be 
utilised by the University to facilitate internal reorganisation of education 
accommodation.

7. This planning application is being reported to the Strategic Planning Committee due 
to the floor space of the development

PLANNING HISTORY

8. There is no relevant planning history to this site however the Authority has adopted a 
formal screening opinion confirming the development is not considered EIA 
development and that an Environmental Statement would not be required to support 
the planning application (ref SCR/18/00002).

PLANNING POLICY

NATIONAL POLICY 

9. A revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published in July 2018.  
The overriding message continues to be that new development that is sustainable 
should go ahead without delay. It defines the role of planning in achieving sustainable 
development under three overarching objectives – economic, social and 
environmental, which are interdependent and need to be pursued in mutually 
supportive ways.   

10. In accordance with Paragraph 213 of the National Planning Policy Framework, existing 
policies should not be considered out-of-date simply because they were adopted or 
made prior to the publication of this Framework.  Due weight should be given to them, 
according to their degree of consistency with this Framework (the closer the policies 
in the plan to the policies in the Framework, the greater the weight that may be given).  
The relevance of this issue is discussed, where appropriate, in the assessment section 



of the report. The following elements of the NPPF are considered relevant to this 
proposal.

11. The following elements of the NPPF are considered relevant to this proposal.

12. NPPF Part 2 Achieving Sustainable Development - The purpose of the planning 
system is to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development and therefore 
at the heart of the NPPF is a presumption in favour of sustainable development. It 
defines the role of planning in achieving sustainable development under three 
overarching objectives - economic, social and environmental, which are 
interdependent and need to be pursued in mutually supportive ways. The application 
of the presumption in favour of sustainable development for plan-making and decision-
taking is outlined.

13. NPPF Part 4 Decision-Making - Local planning authorities should approach decisions 
on proposed development in a positive and creative way. They should use the full 
range of planning tools available, including brownfield registers and permission in 
principle, and work proactively with applicants to secure developments that will 
improve the economic, social and environmental conditions of the area. Decision-
makers at every level should seek to approve applications for sustainable development 
where possible.

14. NPPF Part 6 Building a Strong, Competitive Economy - The Government is committed 
to securing economic growth in order to create jobs and prosperity, building on the 
country's inherent strengths, and to meeting the twin challenges of global competition 
and a low carbon future.

15. NPPF Part 8 Promoting Healthy and Safe Communities - The planning system can 
play an important role in facilitating social interaction and creating healthy, inclusive 
communities. Developments should be safe and accessible; Local Planning 
Authorities should plan positively for the provision and use of shared space and 
community facilities. An integrated approach to considering the location of housing, 
economic uses and services should be adopted.

16. NPPF Part 9 Promoting Sustainable Transport - Encouragement should be given to 
solutions which support reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and reduce 
congestion.  Developments that generate significant movement should be located 
where the need to travel will be minimised and the use of sustainable transport modes 
maximised.

17. NPPF Part 11 Making Effective Use of Land - Planning policies and decisions should 
promote an effective use of land in meeting the need for homes and other uses, while 
safeguarding and improving the environment and ensuring safe and healthy living 
conditions. Strategic policies should set out a clear strategy for accommodating 
objectively assessed needs, in a way that makes as much use as possible of 
previously-developed or 'brownfield' land.

18. NPPF Part 12 Achieving Well-Designed Places - The Government attaches great 
importance to the design of the built environment, with good design a key aspect of 
sustainable development, indivisible from good planning.

19. NPPF Part 14 Meeting the Challenge of Climate Change, Flooding and Coastal 
Change - The planning system should support the transition to a low carbon future in 
a changing climate, taking full account of flood risk and coastal change. It should help 
to: shape places in ways that contribute to radical reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions, minimise vulnerability and improve resilience; encourage the reuse of 



existing resources, including the conversion of existing buildings; and support 
renewable and low carbon energy and associated infrastructure.

20. NPPF Part 15 Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment - Conserving and 
enhancing the natural environment.  The Planning System should contribute to and 
enhance the natural and local environment by protecting and enhancing valued 
landscapes, geological conservation interests, recognising the wider benefits of 
ecosystems, minimising the impacts on biodiversity, preventing both new and existing 
development from contributing to or being put at unacceptable risk from pollution and 
land stability and remediating contaminated or other degraded land where appropriate.

21. NPPF Part 16 Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment - Heritage assets 
range from sites and buildings of local historic value to those of the highest 
significance, such as World Heritage Sites which are internationally recognised to be 
of Outstanding Universal Value. These assets are an irreplaceable resource, and 
should be conserved in a manner appropriate to their significance, so that they can be 
enjoyed for their contribution to the quality of life of existing and future generations.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework

22. The Government has consolidated a number of planning practice guidance notes, 
circulars and other guidance documents into a single Planning Practice Guidance 
Suite.  This document provides planning guidance on a wide range of matters. Of 
particular relevance to this application is the practice guidance with regards to; air 
quality; climate change; conserving and enhancing the historic environment; 
consultation and pre-decision matters; design; determining a planning application; 
ensuring the vitality of town centres; flood risk and coastal change; health and well-
being; land affected by contamination; land stability; light pollution; natural 
environment; neighbourhood planning; noise; renewable and low carbon energy; 
travel plans, use of planning conditions and; water supply, wastewater and water 
quality.

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance 

LOCAL PLAN POLICY: 

City of Durham Local Plan (2004)

23. Policy E3 – World Heritage Site Protection.  Protection seeks to safeguard the site and 
setting from inappropriate development that could harm its character and appearance.

24. Policy E5 – Open Spaces Within Durham City – Sets out that open spaces within the 
settlement boundary of Durham City which form part of its character and setting, 
including the Oswald-Elvet Hill parkland will be protected by restricting development 
to the height of the surrounding trees and is of a low density and sets aside most of 
the site for landscaping/open space. 

25. Policy E6 – Durham City Centre Conservation Area. Seeks to preserve the special 
character, appearance and setting of the conservation area by setting out design 
criteria that developments should adhere to and not permitting the demolition of 
historic properties 

26. Policy E10 - Areas of Landscape Value.  Is aimed at protecting the landscape value of 
the district's designated Areas of Landscape Value.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance


27. Policy E14 - Protection of Existing Trees.  Seeks to protect existing trees wherever 
appropriate.

28. Policy E15 - New Tree and Hedgerows. States that the council will encourage tree and 
hedgerow planting.

29. Policy E16 – Nature Conservation – the Natural Environment. Is aimed at protecting 
and enhancing the nature conservation assets of the district. Development proposals 
outside specifically protected sites will be required to identify any significant nature 
conservation interests that may exist on or adjacent to the site by submitting surveys 
of wildlife habitats, protected species and features of ecological, geological and 
geomorphological interest. Unacceptable harm to nature conservation interests will be 
avoided, and mitigation measures to minimise adverse impacts upon nature 
conservation interests should be identified.

30. Policy E18 – Site of Nature Conservation Importance. The Council will seek to 
safeguard sites of nature conservation importance unless the benefits from the 
development outweigh the nature conservation interests of the site, there are no 
alternatives sites and measures are undertaken to minimise adverse effect associated 
with the scheme and reasonable effort is made by appropriate habitat creation or 
enhancement to compensate for damage.

31. Policy E19 – Wildlife Corridors.  Seeks to protect the value and integrity of landscape 
features which contribute to existing wildlife corridors and create new wildlife corridors 
as opportunities arise.

32. Policy E21 – Historic Environment. Seeks to preserve and enhance the historic 
environment by requiring developments to minimise adverse impacts on significant 
features of historic interest and encourage the retention, repair and re-use of buildings 
ad structures which are not listed but are of visual or local interest. 

33. Policy E22 – Conservation Areas.  This policy seeks to preserve or enhance the 
character or appearance of conservation areas, by nor permitting development which 
would detract from its setting, while ensuring that proposals are sensitive in terms of 
scale, design and materials reflective of existing architectural details.

34. Policy E23 - Listed Buildings. Seeks to safeguard listed buildings and their settings by 
not permitting, development that would adversely affect the special interest of a listed 
building, total or substantial demolition, or development detracting from the setting of 
a listed building.  Any alterations must be sympathetic in design, scale and materials.

35. Policy E24 – Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Remains. Ancient monuments 
and other nationally significant archaeological remains and their settings will be 
preserved in situ and damage would not be permitted. Archaeological remains of 
regional and local importance will be protected in situ and where preservation in situ 
is not justified by, ensuring that in areas where there is evidence that significant 
archaeological remains exist, or reasons to pre-suppose they exist, pre-application 
evaluation or archaeological assessment will be required and requiring as a condition 
of planning permission, that a programme of archaeological investigation, recording 
and publication has been made.

36. Policy EMP2 – Durham Science Park.  States that the development of Durham 
Science Park will continue and be occupied only for research and development, 
laboratories and high tech uses as set out in the class B1 use class.



37. Policy T1 – Traffic – General. States that the Council will not grant planning permission 
for development that would generate traffic likely to be detrimental to highway safety 
and/or have a significant effect on the amenity of occupiers of neighbouring property. 

38. Policy T10 – Parking – General Provision. States that vehicle parking should be limited 
in amount, so as to promote sustainable transport choices and reduce the land-take 
of development.  

39. Policy T20 - Cycle Facilities. Seeks to encourage appropriately located, secure parking 
provision for cyclists.

40. Policy C3 – Education: University of Durham. This policy supports proposals by the 
University which amongst other criteria strengthen its role as a major social, sports 
and recreational asset and its contribution to the local economy and cultural life.   

41. Policy R11 – Public Rights of Way and other Paths. Public access to the countryside 
will be safeguarded by protecting the existing network of PROW’s and other paths 
from development which would result in their destruction.

42. Policy Q1 – General Principles – Designing for People. The layout and design of 
development should take into account the requirements of users including personal 
safety and crime prevention and accessibility requirements. 

43. Policy Q2 – General Principles Designing for Accessibility. The layout and design of   
all new development should take into account the requirements of users and embody 
the principle of sustainability. 

44. Policy Q5 – Landscaping General Provision. Sets out that any development which has 
an impact on the visual amenity of an area will be required to incorporate a high 
standard of landscaping.  

45. Policy Q6 – Landscaping – Structural Landscaping.  States that all new development 
located on the outer edge of settlements or exposed sites will be required to include 
peripheral structural landscaping within the site in order to minimise any adverse visual 
impact of the proposal.

46. Policy Q15 – Art in Design.  This policy states that the Council will encourage the 
provision of artistic elements in the design and layout of proposed developments. Due 
regard will be made in determining applications to the contribution they make to the 
appearance of the proposal and the amenities of the area.

47. Policy U5 – Pollution Prevention – General.  Planning permission for development that 
may generate pollution will not be granted if it results in; an unacceptable adverse 
impact upon the quality of the local environment; the amenity of nearby and adjoining 
land and property or; will unnecessarily constrain the development of neighbouring 
land.

48. Policy U8a – Disposal of Foul and Surface Water. Requires developments to provide 
satisfactory arrangements for disposing of foul and surface water discharge.  Where 
satisfactory arrangements are not available, then proposals may be approved subject 
to the submission of a satisfactory scheme and its implementation before the 
development is brought into use.  

49. Policy U9 – Watercourses.  Requires that development proposals which may directly 
affect watercourses do not result in flooding, pollution, harm to nature conservation or 
harm to visual amenity.  



50. Policy U10 – Natural Flood Plains. Proposals shall not be permitted in flood risk areas 
or where development may increase the risk of flooding elsewhere unless it can be 
demonstrated by way of sequential test that there is no alternative option available at 
lower risk, there will be no unacceptable risk of flooding, there will be no unacceptable 
increase in risk of flooding elsewhere and appropriate mitigation measures can be put 
in place to minimise the risk of flooding which can be controlled by planning condition.

51. Policy U11 – Development on Contaminated Land.  Sets out the criteria against which 
schemes for the redevelopment of sites which are known or suspected to be 
contaminated. Before development takes place it is important that the nature and 
extent of contamination should be fully understood.

52. Policy U12 – Development near Contaminated Land.  Measures must be undertaken 
which would be sufficient to stop contaminants leaches or gases penetrating the site 
and accumulating in buildings and structures which could be harmful gases should be 
prevented from migrating into surrounding land.

RELEVANT EMERGING POLICY:

The County Durham Plan

53. Paragraph 48 of the NPPF says that decision-takers may give weight to relevant 
policies in emerging plans according to: the stage of the emerging plan; the extent to 
which there are unresolved objections to relevant policies; and, the degree of 
consistency of the policies in the emerging plan to the policies in the NPPF.  An 
‘Issues & Options’ consultation was completed in 2016 on the emerging the County 
Durham Plan (CDP) and the ‘Preferred Options’ was approved for consultation at 
Cabinet in June 2018.  However, the CDP is not sufficiently advanced to be afforded 
any weight in the decision making process at the present time.  

Durham City Neighbourhood Plan

54. The pre submission draft of the Durham City Neighbourhood Plan has recently been 
the subject of the first formal public consultation which closed on 18th December 2017.  
The Durham City Neighbourhood Forum is currently considering the representations 
received and these should inform the finalisation of the plan for submission to the 
council for further public consultation and progression to independent examination.

55. This council has made representations on the pre submission version of the plan and 
the associated Strategic Environmental Assessment which raises a number of 
significant issues which will need to be resolved in order that the plan meets the 
prescribed basic conditions. In light of this and given the plan is still at an early stage 
of plan preparation it has not yet reached a stage where weight can be afforded to it.

The above represents a summary of those policies considered relevant. The full text, criteria, and 
justifications can be accessed at: http://www.durham.gov.uk/article/3266/Whats-in-place-to-support-

planning-and-development-decision-making-at-the-moment (City of Durham Local Plan)

CONSULTATION AND PUBLICITY RESPONSES

STATUTORY RESPONSES:

56. City of Durham Parish Council – Request that the determination of the application be 
paused until the University Masterplan has been submitted. This development is part 
of a larger scheme which will need an Environmental Impact Assessment, approval of 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/article/3266/Whats-in-place-to-support-planning-and-development-decision-making-at-the-moment
http://www.durham.gov.uk/article/3266/Whats-in-place-to-support-planning-and-development-decision-making-at-the-moment


its components should not be permitted until one is carried out. Concerns are raised 
regarding the availability of residential accommodation within the city to house 
students using the development due to the delay in the delivery of University 
Accommodation.

57. Historic England – Offer no comments advising that the view of the Council’s specialist 
conservation and archaeological advisors are sought. 

58. Highways Authority – No objections raised, it is advised that the new facility will 
generate more pedestrian and cycle trips but as the development has been designed 
to limit car provision a significant increase in vehicle trips will not arise. The Transport 
Statement (TS) sets out that impacts on the local road network would be minimal, this 
conclusion is considered sound. The Design and Access statement and TS identify 
the quantity and location of both long stay and short stay cycle parking provision which 
is considered acceptable. It is advised that the development can be accommodated 
within the University estate without impact on the local highway network.

59. Northumbrian Water – Raise no objections and state that development should be 
carried out in accordance with the submitted drainage strategy. 

60. Drainage and Costal Protection – Advise that the submitted scheme for surface water 
disposal which incorporates SUDS features is considered acceptable.

EXTERNAL CONSULTEE RESPONSES:

61. Durham Constabulary Architectural Liaison –  Advise that the overall crime risk 
assessment for this proposal is low, the main risk will be the theft of pedal cycles which 
is a persistent problem across the University sites, ideally cycle parking should be 
situated as close to the main entrance as possible to ensure surveillance across the 
stands. It is advised that the shelter to the west of the site is a little remote.

INTERNAL CONSULTEE RESPONSES:

62. Spatial Policy – Raise no objections. Advise that the City of Durham Local Plan (CDLP) 
Policy EMP2 (Durham Science Park) designates the site as part of the Durham 
Science Park and only permits the development of B1 use research and development, 
laboratories and high tech uses.
 

63. An Employment Land Review (ELR) was undertaken in 2018 and recommended that 
the undeveloped area of Durham Science Park is deallocated as it is unlikely to meet 
the needs of B1 use research and development operators due to the ownership and 
aspirations of the site. Sufficient other land to meet this need is considered to exist. 
Given the recommendation of the ELR which has been carried forward in the Preferred 
Options of the County Durham Plan, and the more flexible approach promoted in the 
NPPF it is considered that the Policy EMP2 is out of date. 

64. As a result, the acceptability of the development largely rests on whether there is a 
clear reason for refusing the development following the application of policies that 
protect areas or assets of particular importance or any adverse impacts of approving 
the development would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits.

65. Design and Conservation – Raise no objections and advise that the impact on 
designated heritage assets and their settings including the Durham World Heritage 
Site, Durham Conservation Area and relevant listed buildings would overall be 
considered neutral. This is due to the buildings design, distance, intervening landform, 
trees and visual isolation of the site. In design terms it is advised that the building is 



well considered, although ideally the building as a pavilion should be able to be seen 
at distance in landscape, reinforcing the architectural ambition. It is advised that the 
envisaged pavilion is somewhat compromised by the proximity of the existing 
development to the north, which it dominates and appears somewhat out of context 
and scale against the existing late twentieth century buildings however overall no 
objection is offered to the scheme. 

66. Landscape – Offer no objections, advising that in the immediate locality the effects on 
landscape character would be transformative given the scale of the building, but would 
be reasonably consistent with the emerging character of the campus in this area. In 
wider views the proposed building would be generally screened by woodland although 
parts of its eastern edge in particular would be visible through and above the woodland 
canopy in distant views from higher ground to the north.  This would be a relatively 
small element in visually complex panoramic views. While it would introduce an 
element of built form into an area currently made up entirely of woodland canopy, the 
scale of the intrusion would be small and of a similar character, though with a lower 
order of impact, to areas to the west where buildings are partially visible within the 
canopy.  It is advised that the colour proposed is visually recessive, and in views 
impact would not be significant. Lighting during the evening/night time would be 
noticeable if looked for, but would not change the general character of the night-time 
view to a significant degree.

67. Landscape (Arboriculture) – Raise no objections and advise that there are no trees of 
significance that would be affected by the proposals. 

68. Ecology – Offer no objections advising that the submitted Preliminary Ecological 
Assessment is sufficient to inform this application and that no further surveys are 
required. Providing the ecological compensation and enhancements are undertaken it 
is advised that the development will result in a net gain for biodiversity and comply with 
the biodiversity enhancement requirements of the NPPF.

69. Environmental Health and Consumer Protection (Air Quality) – Raise no objections.  
The site is in close proximity of an Air Quality Management Area (Durham City Centre), 
however the development is not expected to generate a level of traffic of a magnitude 
that would impact on the Air Quality Management Area and no detailed air quality 
assessment in regards to the operational phase of the development is necessary. 
Methods for the suppression of dust and particulates should be adopted during 
construction via a Dust Action Plan.     

70. Environmental Health and Consumer Protection (Contaminated Land) – No objections 
are raised, officers advise a conditional approach in relation to land contamination to 
secure further sampling work and mitigation as required. 

71. Environmental Health and Consumer Protection (Pollution Control) – Advise that the 
development has the potential for noise to be generated from external plant. A 
conditional approach is recommended to restrict the noise levels from the plant to 
appropriate levels. In terms of the noise (and dust) from construction works it is 
advised that the construction management plan is acceptable. It is also recommended 
that an external lighting strategy should be agreed for the site. 

72. Archaeology – Raise no objections subject to the completion of a programme of 
archaeological work to be ensured via condition.

73. Sustainable Transport – Advise that a final travel plan will need to be agreed before 
the development is occupied. 



74. Access and Right of Way – Advise that a Public Right of Way lies through the 
application site, permanent diversion to the footpath would be required. Separate 
approval will need to be sought to secure this. 

PUBLIC RESPONSES:

75. The application has been publicised by way of press notice, site notice, and individual 
notification letters to neighbouring residents. Three letters of representation have been 
received all raising objection to the development including 1 letter of objection from a 
local resident raising the following matters:-

- The ecological value of the site is highlighted 
- Concerns are raised regarding the potential for the site to exit onto Hollingside 

Lane and on to South road and the increase in traffic that could arise. 

76. Durham City Trust – Raise comments and an objection on the application  as 
summarised below:-

- The design of the proposed building adopts an appropriate plateau top 
approach, while material as well as massing are shown to ensure that the 
structure sits quietly in long distance views

- Concerns are raised to future development proposals on land surrounding the 
development site as set out in the University Master Plan which has yet to be 
fully published. The development should be assessed in the overall context of 
the masterplan. 

- The Transport Statement is misleading, erroneous and inadequate including 
incorrectly identifying the total number of staff and students. 

- The University could use the buildings which will be vacated as a result of this 
development to enable expansion, this is not factored into the Transport 
Assessment.  

- The full University Masterplan has not been fully identified or taken into account.
- The residual cumulative impact of all university developments needs to be 

assessed and considered. 
-  Pedestrian facilities such as footpath widths in the vicinity of the site and across 

Durham are inadequate 
- The National Cycle Network does not adequately serve the site and it is 

unrealistic that people will travel from distance to serve the site. 
- The Transport Assessment should factor in that the site is not served by a good 

quality cycle network. 
- Concerns are raised regarding potential for cars to exit the site onto Hollingside 

Lane. 
- The pedestrian movements to the development are not negligible and would 

have a cumulative impact, the Transport Assessment incorrectly assessed 
these. 

- A condition should be attached to the planning approval to ensure that lecture 
start times are staggered. 

- The level of cycle parking should be increased whilst details of the level of cycle 
parking, parking surveys travel survey and expenditure on improvements 
should be made public annually. 

- Cycle parking should be spaced at 1m intervals rather than the 800mm 
proposed. 

77. Durham Castle and Cathedral World Heritage Site Coordinator – Advises that the 
proposed building is a substantial construction on a hillside that defines part of the inner 
setting of the World Heritage Site (WHS).  It will be screened by Little High Wood in 
cross city views and Great High Wood from the south.  Its acceptability in relation to 



minimal impact on the WHS and its setting is wholly reliant on these woods.  Significant 
concerns are raised that they are not referenced in terms of strategic management in 
the application and are believed to be within the applicant’s ownership.  Any cumulative 
impacts in relation to existing buildings or other potential development areas (as 
identified in the Durham University Masterplan) are also not referenced.

APPLICANTS STATEMENT: 

78. The proposed Mathematical Sciences and Computer Science building forms part of the 
implementation of the Durham University Estate Masterplan (2017 – 2027) and will allow 
Durham University to combine the two departments, which are currently at capacity and 
are no longer capable of providing the quantity and quality of accommodation to meet 
their future needs.

79. The Proposed Development will enhance Durham University’s contribution to the local 
and UK economy with a total development value of c.£41.9million.  The growth strategy 
of the departments will deliver additional employment opportunities in the region of 70 
additional academic and support staff across the two departments over 10 years and 
will also bring direct and indirect employment opportunities throughout the construction 
period (233 direct and 210 indirect jobs).

80. The Proposed Building will provide teaching, learning and research accommodation in 
the form of offices for staff and PhD students, communal mathematical sciences space, 
meeting rooms, communal computer science space, research labs, undergraduate 
study space, seminar rooms and lecture theatres, together with various catering 
facilities.  The development will also incorporate external spaces for students and staff.

81. The building will also comprise an innovation and enterprise hub which will provide study 
space, quiet study rooms, breakout space and flexible event space. The University 
currently has around 3,000 students carrying out enterprise activity within the University, 
but they are currently spread around various departments and societies.  The innovation 
and enterprise hub will provide a base for this entrepreneurial activity, a link between 
departments, and crucially will provide a link with local industries. 

82. Significant work has been undertaken in preparing the proposals for the Site, including 
extensive pre-application meetings with the LPA, as well as a public exhibition for key 
stakeholders and local residents.

83. The proposed development is sustainably located within the urban area of Durham and 
on an allocated and well-contained site for development, close to existing University 
facilities and accommodation. The proposal is car-free (with the exception of disabled 
and service vehicle accessibility) and includes improvements to pedestrian access 
through and around the site, encouraging sustainable modes of travel.

84. Careful consideration has been given to the design of the building, its appearance within 
the landscape and its impact on the World Heritage Site.  It has been specifically 
designed to be set into the landscape and its overall height kept low, in order to ensure 
that views towards the Cathedral and World Heritage Site are protected and the building 
will not appear in the background.   The building has been designed to meet BREEAM 
‘Excellent’ rating through sustainable construction methods and low carbon energy.  A 
strategic approach to design energy conservation has been adopted, applying the lean, 
mean green principles.

85. The proposed development contributes to all three dimensions of sustainable 
development, delivering substantial benefits in each area.  The proposals therefore fall 



within the definition of sustainable development, for which the NPPF encourages 
planning authorities to take a positive approach.

The above represents a summary of the comments received on this application. The full written text is 
available for inspection on the application file which can be viewed at 

https://publicaccess.durham.gov.uk/online-applications/search.do?action=simple&searchType=Application 

PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS AND ASSESSMENT

86. Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 sets out that if 
regard is to be had to the development plan, decisions should be made in accordance 
with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise. In 
accordance with advice within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), the 
policies contained therein are material considerations that should be taken into 
account in decision-making. Other material considerations include representations 
received. In this context, it is considered that the main planning issues in this instance 
relate to: the principle of the development, heritage and landscape impact, highway 
safety and access, amenity and pollution, ecology, flooding and drainage and other 
issues.

The Principle of Development

87. Planning law requires that applications for planning permission must be determined in 
accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate 
otherwise.  The NPPF is a material planning consideration.  The City of Durham Local 
Plan (CDLP) remains the statutory development plan and the starting point for 
determining applications as set out in the Planning Act and reinforced at Paragraph 12 
of the NPPF. The CDLP was adopted in 2004. The NPPF Paragraph 213 advises that 
Local Plan policies should not be considered out-of-date simply because they were 
adopted prior to the publication of the NPPF.  However due weight should be given to 
them, according to their degree of consistency with the NPPF.

88. The site is identified as an open space within the settlement boundary of Durham City 
under policy E5 of the CDLP.  The Policy does not advise on land uses in principle, 
focusing instead on visual and landscape impact parameters relevant to development 
within the Mount Oswald-Elvet Hill Parkland Landscape Area, which includes the 
application site. Development proposals in this area should be low density and 
sympathetic to the landscape setting. Consideration of the landscape/visual impact of 
the development is considered in the relevant section of the report.  CDLP Policy E5 
is considered consistent with the NPPF and can be attributed weight in the decision 
making process.

89. CDLP Policy EMP2 (Durham Science Park) designates the site as part of the Durham 
Science Park and only permits the development of B1 use research and development, 
laboratories and high tech uses. Durham Science Park gained planning permission in 
1993 and began as a joint venture between Durham University and the private sector. 
The aspiration of Policy EMP2 was that the science park would develop further in 
accordance with the United Kingdom Science Park Association (UKSPA) guidance 
and management. Durham Science Park is not now identified by the UKSPA as a 
member science park and a large part of the allocation is now occupied by University 
buildings. 

90. In this instance an Employment Land Review (ELR) was undertaken in 2018 and 
recommended that the undeveloped area of Durham Science Park is deallocated as it 

https://publicaccess.durham.gov.uk/online-applications/search.do?action=simple&searchType=Application


is unlikely to meet the needs of B1 use research and development operators due to 
the ownership and aspirations of the site. Sufficient other land to meet this need is 
considered to exist. Given the recommendation of the ELR which has been carried 
forward in the Preferred Options of the County Durham Plan, and the more flexible 
approach promoted in the NPPF, it is considered that Policy EMP2 is out date and the 
weight to be attributed to it in the decision making process reduced. It is also 
recognised that the proposed development would involve a mixture of research, 
teaching and laboratory type accommodation and would, to a degree, deliver similar 
scientific research aspirations of the policy. Further to this Policy C3 offers broad 
support for development proposals by the University of Durham. 

91. Paragraph 11 of the NPPF establishes a presumption in favour of sustainable 
development.  For decision taking this means:-

- approving development proposals that accord with an up to date development plan 
without delay; or

- where there are no relevant development plan policies, or the policies which are most 
important for determining the application are out-of-date , granting permission unless:

i. the application of policies in this Framework that protect areas or assets of 
particular importance provides a clear reason for refusing the development 
proposed ; or 

ii. any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably outweigh 
the benefits, when assessed against the policies in this Framework taken as a 
whole.

92. Having regard to the above, the development would conflict with policy EMP2 of the 
CDLP which safeguards the site for high-tech research and development uses within 
use class B1. However for the purposes of paragraph 11 of the NPPF, the 
Development Plan is considered to be out of date in relation to the principle of 
development. As a result, the acceptability of the development largely rests on whether 
there is a clear reason for refusing the development following the application of polices 
that protect areas or assets of particular importance or any adverse impacts of 
approving the development which would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the 
benefits.

Heritage and landscape Impact

93. Policy E3 of the CDLP seeks to protect Durham Cathedral and Castle World Heritage 
Site (WHS) and its setting by restricting development to safeguard local and long 
distance views to and from the WHS. In addition to this, Policies E6 and E22 seek to 
preserve the special character, appearance and setting of the Durham City 
Conservation Area by not permitting development which would detract from its 
character or appearance. Policy E23 of the CDLP seeks to protect the special interest 
of Listed Buildings and their setting. Although the NPPF seeks to protect heritage 
interests, the policies in the CDLP are considered to be more restrictive than the NPPF 
in that they do not permit flexibility in decision-making where harm is found to the 
heritage assets, with no public benefit tests referenced as per the NPPF.  As a result 
the Policies are not fully consistent with the NPPF and this affects their weight in the 
decision making process. CDLP Policy E5 identifies areas of open space within 
Durham City which the application site is within, whilst Policy E10 identifies Areas of 
High Landscape Value, including land to the south of the application site. These 
policies seek to protect the setting and historic character of Durham City. These 
policies are considered consistent with the NPPF which highlights the need to take 



account of the roles and character of different areas and therefore can be afforded full 
weight in the decision making process. 

94. S.66 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 requires that 
special regard must be paid to the desirability of preserving the listed building or its 
setting or any features of special architectural or historic interest which it possesses.  
S.72 of the same Act requires that special attention must be paid to the desirability of 
preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of the conservation area. If harm 
is found this gives rise to a strong (but rebuttable) statutory presumption against the 
grant of planning permission.  Any such harm must be given considerable importance 
and weight by the decision-maker.

95. The heritage assets in this instance which could be impacted by the development are 
identified as the Durham (City Centre) Conservation Area (280m to the north west of 
the site), the Durham Castle and Cathedral World Heritage Site (850m to the north of 
the site).  A number of listed buildings lie within proximity of the site and the wider 
conservation area including the Grade II, Hollingside House and Wall (182m to the 
south west) and the Grade II Listed Building of the School of Oriental Studies (520m 
to the west).

96. After reviewing the supporting information, including a Heritage Statement and a 
Landscape Visual Impact Assessment, The Council’s Design and Conservation 
Section advise that the development would have a neutral impact on the significance 
of designated and non-designated heritage assets, including the Conservation Area 
and World Heritage Site. This is due to the distance from these assets, the intervening 
landform, existing vegetation and the visual isolation of the site. The proposal would 
therefore preserve the character/appearance of the Conservation Area. 

97. This view is shared by the Council’s Landscape Section, who advise that the 
development would be appreciated in wider views as a relatively small element in a 
visually complex panoramic. The proposed building would be generally screened by 
woodland, although it is recognised that parts of its eastern edge in particular would 
be visible through and above the woodland canopy in distant views from higher ground 
to the north.  While the development would introduce an element of built form into an 
area currently made up entirely of woodland canopy, the scale of the intrusion would 
be small and of a similar character, though with a lower order of impact, to areas to 
the west where buildings are partially visible within the canopy.  It is advised that the 
colour of the building is visually recessive and in views would not appear significant. 
Lighting during the evening /night time would be noticeable if looked for, but would not 
change the general character of the night-time view to a significant degree. 

98. Historic England offer no comments on the application, deferring to the Councils 
specialist services in this respect. 

99. The design of the building itself is considered acceptable in its own right, as advised 
by the Design and Conservation Section as being well considered. Some concerns 
are identified in that ideally the building as a pavilion should be able to be seen at 
distance in the landscape, reinforcing the architectural ambition. It is advised that the 
envisaged pavilion is to a degree compromised by the proximity of the existing 
development to the north, which it dominates and appears somewhat out of context 
and scale against the existing late twentieth century buildings, however overall no 
objection is offered to the scheme. As identified by the Councils Landscape Section 
there would be some transformative effects on landscape character of the immediate 
area given the scale of the building, however on balance it is considered that this would 
be reasonably consistent with the emerging character of the campus in this area.  A 



detailed landscape plan has been submitted which is considered acceptable subject 
satisfying the requirements of Policies CDLP E14, E15, Q5 and Q6.

100. In terms of archaeology, the NPPF sets out the requirements for an appropriate 
programme of archaeological investigation, recording and publication to be made. An 
agreed Written Scheme of Investigation including trial trenching is ongoing, a 
conditional approach to secure this work and recording of any findings is 
recommended by the Councils Archaeology Officer.

101. Overall it is considered, in line with the advice from the Councils Design and 
Conservation and Landscape Sections that the development would not negatively 
impact on or their settings heritage assets or sensitive landscapes. It is however 
considered expedient to control details of materials to be used and a lighting scheme. 
Subject to these conditions the development is considered to accord with policies E3, 
E6, E10, E14, E15 E21, E22, E23, E24, Q5 and Q6 of the CDLP and part 16 of the 
NPPF in this respect and satisfying the requirements of Sections 66 and 72 of the 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.  These policies are 
considered either fully (E10, E14, E15 and E21) or partially (E3, E6, E22, E23 and 
E24) consistent with the NPPF and each can be attributed weight in the decision 
making process. 

102. Some conflict with policy E5 of the CDLP, which specifically states that developments 
should not exceed the height of adjacent trees, would arise. However as set out above 
the development is considered sympathetic to the landscape and acceptable in the 
round, this limited degree of conflict needs to be take into account in the planning 
balance.  Comments have been raised regarding the need to protect the woodland to 
the south as this mitigates the impact of the development. Although not protected by 
Tree Preservation Orders, the area does form part of the Green Belt, an Area of High 
Landscape Value and is a Local Wildlife Site, given the established nature of this area 
and protection afforded through the planning system no further controls are considered 
necessary to be secured through this planning application. 

Highway Safety and Access  

103. CDLP T1 states that planning permission will not be granted where a development 
would generate traffic likely to be detrimental to highway safety and/or have a 
significant effect on the amenity of occupiers of neighbouring properties. CDLP policies 
T10, T20, Q1 and Q2 cumulatively seek to ensure that developments are accessible 
by a range of users whist making sure that appropriate levels of car and cycle parking 
are provided. The NPPF sets out at Paragraph 108 that safe and suitable access 
should be achieved for all people while setting out that developments that generate a 
significant amount of traffic should be supported by Transport Assessments or 
Statements. In addition Paragraph 109 of the NPPF states that development should 
only be refused on transport grounds where the residual cumulative impacts on 
development are severe. Objections have been received regarding the potential 
cumulative impact of the development and the nature of cycle parking proposed.  

104. Vehicular access to the site is provided through the existing Mountjoy Centre, taken 
off Stockton Road. Pedestrian access is provided through this road network and also 
off South Road. A number of parking areas within the immediate University Complex 
provide onsite parking.  The scheme proposes to retain the existing access 
arrangements with 6 additional accessible parking spaces proposed to the east of the 
building, 20 secure bike parking spaces would be provided in an enclosed building, 
whilst an additional 76 open bike spaces are proposed.   



105. In assessing the impact of the development the Council’s Highways Authority offer no 
objections advising that due to the limited parking a significant number of vehicle trips 
would not arise and as concluded in the submitted Transport Statement the impacts 
on the local road network would be minimal. The development would meet the 
Council’s currently adopted parking standards for Further Education developments. 

106. A draft Travel Plan has been submitted which is considered broadly acceptable, 
however a condition to secure a final travel plan is required in order to comply with 
policy Q2 of the CDLP and part 9 of the NPPF. 

107. A Public right of way crosses the northern part of the application site (no. 36 and 37 
Durham), as advised by the Councils Rights of Way and Accessibility Officer this path 
would need to be diverted. Given the nature of the path this is considered acceptable 
and would not reduce access, the development would comply with CDLP policy R11 
in this respect. 

108. Public objections have been raised regarding the considered failure of transport 
submissions accompanying the application to consider the cumulative impact of 
potential future developments proposed by the University and objection to transport 
related impacts are amongst the most significant and detailed concerns raised in 
representations on the application. Durham University has publicised on its website an 
Estate Masterplan Executive Summary up to 2027.  The document essentially 
presents the broad principles of how the University may develop its estate in the 
upcoming years.  Each proposal requiring planning permission which the University 
may have would have to been considered under a formal planning application process 
and ultimately it is considered at this stage that the potential for cumulative impacts 
should be focused upon those schemes which constitute committed developments 
which have planning permission for example development at Mount Oswald, Lower 
Mountjoy and Maiden Castle. In advising on the application the Council’s Highway 
Authority have taken into account relevant existing permissions and developments 
within the vicinity of the site and no objections are raised in relation to the cumulative 
impact of the development on the highway network, including pedestrian/cycle and 
vehicular routes. In the short term the vacated buildings would be occupied by other 
existing departments to allow a reorganisation of accommodation across the 
university. No cars would exit the site on to Hollingside Lane as part of this application. 

109. Objections have further been raised in relation to the spacing between the proposed 
cycle parking, indicated as 800mm where guidance sets out that a 1m space is 
desirable. However this is not considered a reason to resist the application while the 
increase in spacing of cycle parking would impact on the overall number of spaces 
available. The siting of the cycle parking is also deemed acceptable. The submitted 
travel plan includes provisions to ensure the availability of cycle parking on site which 
is reviewed annually in conjunction with the Councils Sustainable Transport Officer. 

110. Overall, it is considered that the proposal would be served by an appropriate means 
of access and would have an appropriate impact on the wider highway network. The 
location is considered sustainable, particularly considering the existing uses of the 
adjoin sites and future occupiers would be able to utilise a range of transport methods. 
The scheme is considered acceptable with regards to CDLP Policies T1, T10, T20, Q1 
and Q2 and Part 9 of the NPPF in this respect. Policy T1 is considered partially 
consistent with the NPPF and T20, Q1 and Q2 fully consistent with the NPPF and each 
can be attributed weight in the decision making process.  Policy T10 is seeks to 
minimise the level of provision which is considered contrary to the more up to date 
approach advocated by national guidance and as a result no weight is attributed to 
this policy.



Amenity and Pollution 

111. CDLP Policy C3 sets out that University development will in general be supported 
providing it will not adversely affect the amenity of neighbouring occupiers of land or 
property. Policies U5 and of the CDLP also sets out that development that may 
generate pollution will not be granted if the proposal would have an unacceptable 
adverse impact on the quality of the local environment, amenity of nearby and 
adjoining land users. The NPPF at paragraph 127 sets out that developments should 
achieve a high standard of amenity for existing and future users whilst paragraph 170 
seeks to prevent both new and existing development from contributing to or being put 
at unacceptable risk from unacceptable levels of pollution. These policies can be 
afforded full weight in the decision making process. 

112. In terms of noise generated from the development, the applicant has provided a noise 
impact assessment in relation to external plant which assesses daytime noise levels.  
The Council’s Environmental Health and Consumer Protection section offers no 
objection to the proposed levels but recommends a conditional approach to set 
appropriate night time levels. 

113. A construction management plan has been submitted detailing how construction 
related impacts would be mitigated, the Council’s Environmental Health and 
Consumer Protection section advise that this plan is acceptable and subject to a 
condition requiring delivery and the restriction of working hours on site, construction 
related impacts could be mitigated. 

114. In order to control light spillage from the site for amenity purposes, but also to address 
heritage/landscape and ecological objective a condition requiring the approval of a 
detailed lighting strategy is proposed.

115. In relation to land contamination the applicant has submitted a phase 2 desk top study 
and a site investigation and gas monitoring report. However further work is required in 
relation to gas monitoring the Council’s Environment, Health and Consumer Protection 
Officer (Contaminated Land) advise a conditional approach to further land 
contamination investigations including site sampling to secure mitigation is required in 
accordance with policies U11 and U12 of the CDLP which are considered consistent 
with Part 15 of the NPPF in this respect.   

116. The application is accompanied by an air quality assessment (AQA) with subsequent 
supplementary submissions also made and these have been considered by 
Environment, Health and Consumer Protection.

117. In respects to the construction phase of the development Environment, Health and 
Consumer Protection raise no objections though it is stated that means of suppressing 
dust and particulates should be adopted during construction via a Dust Action Plan 
and this can be conditioned.    In respects to the operational phase of the development 
the vehicle generation is below the indicative criterion detailed in relevant IAQM 
Guidance (a change of Light Duty Vehicle flow of more than 100 on the existing Annual 
Average Daily Traffic flow) and the AQA therefore concludes there is no further 
requirement to consider in detail the impacts of vehicular movements during the 
operational phase of the development.  Additional information has been submitted 
during the course of the application to justify this stance including consideration of 
cumulative impacts with extant planning permissions. 

118. Environment, Health and Consumer Protection have concluded that any impacts upon 
air quality from the operational movements of this development would not be 



significant and no objections in regards to potential impacts upon the AQMA are 
therefore raised.

119. Overall, it is considered that the proposed development would not adversely impact 
on the level of amenity currently experienced by neighbouring land users due to the 
nature of the site, its impacts and distance to sensitive receptors. Subject to controlling 
the construction related impacts and external lighting it is considered that the 
development would conform to policies U5 of the CDLP and Part 15 NPPF in this 
respect. 

Ecology

120. Policy E16 of the CDLP sets out that development proposals outside specifically 
protected sites will be required to identify any significant nature conservation interests 
that may exist on or adjacent to the site, unacceptable harm to nature conservation 
interests will be avoided, and mitigation measures to minimise adverse impacts upon 
nature conservation interests should be identified. This policy is considered consistent 
with part 15 of the NPPF in this respect which also seeks to ensure that developments 
protect and mitigate harm to biodiversity interests.

121. The site is not located within any specifically protected site, however the locally 
designated Houghall, Maiden Castle and Little Woods Local Wildlife Site is located 
immediately to the south to which CDLP Policy E18 relates and this forms part of a 
wider wildlife corridor to which Policy E19 relates. A Preliminary Ecological 
Assessment has been submitted in support of the application which concludes that the 
development would not directly affect the woodland itself in terms of construction or 
increased use. In terms of the site itself, no priority habitats are identified whilst there 
is limited opportunity for protected species to be present. A number of mitigation and 
compensation measures are proposed including the design of a sensitive lighting 
scheme to avoid light spillage, timing of works to avoid the bird nesting season and 
the planning of a species rich wildflower meadow. 

122. The submitted information has been reviewed by the Councils Ecology Officer who 
advises that the methodologies and conclusions of the report are sound and subject 
to the delivery of the proposed enhancements, compensations and mitigation, the 
development would result in a net gain for biodiversity. In turn the development would 
satisfy planning requirements under policies E16, E18 and E19 of the CDLP and 
paragraph 174 of the NPPF.  Policies E16 and E19 are considered fully and E18 
partially consistent with the NPPF and each can be attributed weight in the decision 
making process.

Flooding and Drainage 

123. National advice within the NPPF and PPG with regard to flood risk advises that a 
sequential approach to the location of development should be taken with the objective 
of steering new development to flood zone 1 (areas with the lowest probability of river 
or sea flooding).  When determining planning applications, local planning authorities 
should ensure flood risk is not increased elsewhere and only consider development 
appropriate in areas at risk of flooding where, informed by a site-specific flood risk 
assessment. 

124. The application site is within flood zone 1 with a low flood risk probability. A detailed 
drainage scheme has been submitted for the development, where surface water would 
be attenuated on site using SUDS before being discharged at a greenfield run off rate 
to Northumbrian Water’s Drainage Network. 



125. In relation to foul water, it is proposed to connect to the existing sewerage network, to 
which Northumbrian Water raise no objections to.

126. Subject to conditions to detail the final surface and foul water disposal and a 
management strategy, no objections to the development on the grounds of flood risk 
or drainage are raised having regards to policies U8a, U9 and U10 of the CDLP which 
are considered either fully (U8a) or partially (U9 and U10) consistent with Part 14 of 
the NPPF in this respect.

Other Issues

127. The application is accompanied by a Sustainability Statement which identifies a 
commitment to utilising air source heat pumps to provide all the cooling to the building 
alone with a photovoltaic array which will provide a minimum of 10% of total regulated 
energy consumption via renewable sources. In this regard the proposed development 
is considered compliant with CDLP Policy U14 (which is considered fully consistent 
with the content of the NPPF) and Part 14 of the NPPF.

128. CDLP Policy Q15 seeks to encourage the provision of artistic elements in the design 
and layout of proposed development and is considered an applicable policy to the 
development. The NPPF is silent on art though is supportive of creating well designed 
spaces. Where such elements are not proposed in the development Policy Q15 seeks 
a financial contribution in lieu of this would be expected. Having regard to the 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Regulations and advice contained at NPPF, 
planning obligations ensured via a S106 legal agreement should be; necessary to 
make the development acceptable in planning terms; directly related to the 
development and fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development.

129. Public art provision is not necessary to make the development acceptable – the 
development can remain acceptable without either public art installations on site or 
indeed offsite contributions. 

130. Objection received on the application includes requests that the determination of the 
application be paused until the University Masterplan has been submitted and 
furthermore objection is raised on the grounds that the proposals form part of an 
overall masterplan which constitutes Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
development and thereby should be accompanied by an Environmental Statement 
(ES).  Further objections consider that the application should not be determined until 
accommodation for the additional students who would utilise the building is 
identified/resolved. The Council has undertaken an EIA screening exercise and 
concluded that the development does not constitute EIA development.  As part of this 
exercise consideration was given to the potential for cumulative impact with other 
development.  The Durham University Masterplan presents only the broad principles 
of how the University may develop its estate in the upcoming years and this links to a 
wider and more general University Strategy both of which are essentially aspirational 
documents about the potential future of the University rather than firm project 
proposals.  The application explains that the provision of the new maths and computer 
sciences building is sought for a number of reasons, not solely to cater for predicted 
growth but also providing an up to date facility where maths and computer science 
research and learning requirements compliment one another to their fullest potential. 
It is considered that there are no substantive reasons for refusing to determine the 
application at this stage or recommending refusal on the grounds that it is in effect 
premature.



Planning Balance 

138. Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 sets out that if 
regard is to be had to the Development Plan (CDLP), decisions should be made in 
accordance with the Development Plan unless material considerations indicate 
otherwise.  The NPPF does not change the statutory status of the Development Plan 
as the starting point for decision making but is a material planning consideration and 
weight to policies within the CDLP should be applied dependent upon the degree of 
consistency with the NPPF.

139. Paragraph 11 of the NPPF establishes a presumption in favour of sustainable 
development.  In this instance it is considered that the CDLP is out of date having 
regards to the nature of the development and the relevant policies against which it 
should be assessed.  In such instances Paragraph 11 of the NPPF advises that the 
presumption in favour of sustainable development means that development 
proposals should be approved unless there is a clear reason for refusing the 
development following the application of policies that protect areas or assets of 
particular importance or any adverse impacts of approving the development would 
significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits.

140. In this instance, no policies of the NPPF identify that there is a clear reason for 
refusing the development, a residual adverse impact has been identified in relation 
to the transformative landscape/townscape harm of the development to the 
immediate setting of the site. However it is considered that this residual adverse 
impact in the planning balance is outweighed by the established social and economic 
benefits that improved University education accommodation would bring. 
Accordingly, the identified adverse impact doesn’t significantly and demonstrably 
outweigh the benefits.  As a result and having regard to the content of the CDLP and 
on the balance of all material planning considerations, including comments raised in 
the public consultation exercise, it is considered that the proposals are acceptable 
and approval is recommended.

CONCLUSION

141. The development would conflict with Policy EMP2 and to a limited degree policy E5 of 
the CDLP representing educational development on a safeguarded employment site 
whilst the scale of the development would exceed the height of surrounding 
landscaping in places. However policy EMP2 is considered out of date, whilst there is 
considered limited conflict with policy E5.    

142. The overall planning balance is considered to rest upon whether there is a clear reason 
for refusing the development following the application of policies that protect areas or 
assets of particular importance or any adverse impacts of approving the development 
would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits

143. In this instance, no polices of the NPPF identify that there is a clear reason for refusing 
the development. A residual adverse impact has been identified in relation to the 
transformative landscape/townscape harm of the development to the immediate 
setting of the site. However it is considered that this residual impact in the planning 
balance is outweighed by the established social and economic benefits that improved 
University education accommodation would bring. The development would have a 
neutral impact on the setting of the World Heritage Site and have an acceptable impact 
in the wider landscape. Given the limited car parking proposed and established 
connections to the site there would be no impact on highway safety. 



144. The proposal has generated some limited public interest, with letters of objection and 
support having been received. Concerns expressed regarding the proposal have been 
taken into account, and carefully balanced against the scheme’s wider social, 
economic and community benefits.

RECOMMENDATION

That the application is APPROVED subject the following conditions:-

Time limit for implementation 
1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three 

years from the date of this permission

Reason: Required to be imposed pursuant to Section 91 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 as amended by the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.

Approved Plans 
2. The development hereby approved shall be carried out in strict accordance with the 

following approved plans:

Reason: To define the consent and ensure that a satisfactory form of development is 
obtained in accordance with Policies E5, E21, E22, T1, T10, T20, Q1 and Q2 of the 
City of Durham Local Plan and parts 6,8,9,12,14, 15 and 16 of the NPPF. 

Plan Drawing No. Date 
Received 

Path from Hollingside Road - Proposed
Path from Hollingside - Planting
SITE SECTION AND 3D VIEWS
Site Plan - Level 01
Site Sections
Paving Details
Secure Cycle Compound
Cycle Shelter
Site Plan Overview (shown at Level 01)
Indicative Levels and Gradients
Site Plan - Level GF Area around the building
Existing Trees to be removed/retained
Circulation Plan
Vehicle Tracking
Furniture Strategy
Planting Strategy
GA Plan Level 00
GA Plan Level 01
GA Plan Level 02
GA Plan Level 03
GA Plan Roof
Sub station plans, sections and elevations
External Elevations
GA Sections
Proposed Drainage Layout Plan
External Build Ups Details

SI-ZZ-DR-L-0071 Rev P02
SI-ZZ-DR-L-0072 Rev P01
DR-A-2002-S2-P2
SI-01-DR-L-0003 rev P04
SI-XX-DR-L-0050 rev P03
SI-XX-DR-L-0060 rev P03
SI-XX-DR-L-0061 rev P03
SI-XX-DR-L-0062 rev P03
SI-ZZ-DR-L-0001 rev P08
SI-ZZ-DR-L-0010 rev P03
SI-ZZ-DR-L-0002 rev P04
SI-ZZ-DR-L-0020 rev P03
SI-ZZ-DR-L-0030 rev P03
SI-ZZ-DR-L-0031
SI-ZZ-DR-L-0035 rev P03
SI-ZZ-DR-L-0040
RYD-00-00-DR-A-3001rev3
RYD-00-01-DR-A-3002revP4
RYD-00-02-DR-A-3003revP3
RYD-00-03-DR-A-3004revP3
RYD-00-04-DR-A-3005revP3
RYD-XX-00-DR-A-9808revP1
RYD-XX-XX-DR-A-0002revP3
RDY-XX-XX-DR-A-0003revP1
RDY-XX-XX-DR-C-1000revP2
3E-00-XX-DR-C-40001Rev P1

02/07/18
02/07/18
07/06/18
07/06/18
07/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
04/06/18
21/08/18
21/08/18



Materials 
3. No development other than preliminary enabling works relating to tree removal, tree 

protection, formation of site access, setting up of site cabins/welfare facilities and the 
formation of foundations/piling shall take place until full details, including samples and 
sample panels, of all external materials to be used in the formation of the 
buildings/extensions hereby approved have been first submitted to and then approved 
in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter the development must be 
completed in accordance with the approved details.

Reason: In the interests of the character and amenity of the conservation area  in 
accordance with Policies E5, E6, E10, E21, E22 and E23  of the City of Durham Local 
Plan and parts 12, 15 and 16 of the National Planning Policy Framework.

Landscaping Implementation 
4. The landscaping detailed on plan DUMSCS-00B-SA-ZZ-DR-L-0040 Rev P04 shall be 

implemented in the first planting season following the first occupation of the building 
hereby approved. Any tree scheduled for protection on plan SI-ZZ-Dr-L-0020 Rev P03 
shall be protected by the erection of fencing in accordance with BS.5837:2010 before 
development commences. The protection measures shall be retained for the duration 
of the construction period. 

Reason: In the interests of the character and amenity of the conservation area  in 
accordance with Policies E5, E6, E10, E21, E22 and E23  of the City of Durham Local 
Plan and parts 12, 15 and 16 of the National Planning Policy Framework.

Cycle Parking Implementation 
5. The Cycle Parking detailed on Plans DUMSCS‐OOB‐SI‐XX‐DR‐L‐0061 Rev P03, 

DUMSCS‐OOB‐SI‐XX‐DR‐L‐0062 Rev P09 and DUMSCS‐OOB‐SI‐01‐DR‐L‐0003 
Rev P04 shall be installed and made available for use prior to the first use of the 
building hereby approved. 

Reason: In order to encourage sustainable transport methods, in accordance with Q2 
and T20 of the City of Durham Local Plan and parts 8 and 9 of the National Planning 
Policy Framework.

Travel Plan
6. Within a period of six months of the first occupation of any part of the development a 

final Travel Plan shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority. The approved scheme shall be undertaken thereafter in accordance with the 
approved timescales.

Reason: To reduce reliance on the private motor car and to promote sustainable 
transport methods in accordance with parts 8 and 9 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework.

Ecology mitigation Implementation 
7. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the mitigation outlined within 

the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal ref DurUni_M&C_Eco1.2, dated May 2018, 
compiled Dendra Consulting ltd. 

Reason: To ensure retained habitat is protected and to conserve protected species in 
accordance with policy E16 of the City of Durham Local Plan and Paragraph 170 of the 
National Planning Policy Framework.



Working Hours
8. No external construction works, works of demolition, deliveries, external running of plant 

and equipment shall take place other than between the hours of 0730 to 1800 on 
Monday to Friday and 0730 to 1400 on Saturday. 

No internal works audible outside the site boundary shall take place on the site other 
than between the hours of 0730 to 1800 on Monday to Friday and 0730 to 1700 on 
Saturday. 

No construction works or works of demolition whatsoever, including deliveries, external 
running of plant and equipment, internal works whether audible or not outside the site 
boundary, shall take place on Sundays, Public or Bank Holidays. For the purposes of 
this condition, construction works are defined as: The carrying out of any building, civil 
engineering or engineering construction work involving the use of plant and machinery 
including hand tools. 

Reason: To protect the residential amenity of adjacent land users from the development 
to comply with policy U5 of the City of Durham Local Plan and Part 15 of the National 
Planning Policy Framework.

Construction Management Plan 
9. The development shall be carried out in strict accordance with the mitigation outlined 

within the Construction Management Plan consisting of the following documents:

Covering Letter to DCC, Sir Robert McAlpine Dated June 2018
Health and Safety Plan, Ref: HSMP01 PR01 FM01 Rev 00
Statutory Nuisance Guidance Note, Ref: EMP02 GN13 Rev 09

Reason: To protect the residential amenity of adjacent landusers from the development 
to comply with policy U5 of the City of Durham Local Plan and Part 15 of the National 
Planning Policy Framework.

Archaeology
10. No Development shall commence until the Archaeological Evaluation Written Scheme 

of Investigation DS17.3833r4 Complied by Durham University Archaeological Services 
Dated February 2018 has been completed. The evaluation report shall be submitted 
to the Local Planning Authority prior to the first occupation of the development.   

Reason: To safeguard any Archaeological Interest in the site, and to comply with 
paragraphs 189 of the National Planning Policy Framework. Required to be a pre-
commencement condition as the archaeological investigation/mitigation must be 
devised prior to the development being implemented.

External Lighting
11. Notwithstanding the submitted information, prior to the installation of any external 

lighting on the site, a lighting strategy shall be submitted and thereafter approved in 
writing with the Local Planning Authority. This strategy shall include:

A description of the proposed lighting units including height, type, angling and power 
output for all lighting 
Drawing(s)/contour plans showing the luminance levels both horizontal and vertical of 
the lighting scheme to demonstrate that no light falls into the curtilage of adjacent 
neighbouring properties;
Details of the Sky Glow Upward Light Ratio, and Luminaire Intensity.
Operational times of lights



The limits for the relevant Environmental Zone relating to Sky Glow Upward Light Ratio, 
Light Trespass (into windows) and Luminaire Intensity, contained in Table 2 (Obtrusive 
Light Limitations for Exterior Lighting Installations) of the Institute of Lighting 
Professionals Guidance on the Reduction of Obtrusive Light shall not be exceeded.

Reason: In the interests of the amenity of surrounding land uses, character and 
appearance of the surround area to safeguard ecological interests and in and in order 
to comply with policies E5, E6, E10, E16, E21, E22, E23 and U5  of the City of 
Durham Local Plan and parts 12, 15 and 16 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 

Land Contamination 
12. The development shall not commence until a scheme to deal with contamination for that 

phase has been submitted to and agreed in writing with the Local Planning Authority.  
The scheme shall include the following: 

Pre-Commencement

(a) a Phase 2 Site Investigation and Risk Assessment shall be carried out for any 
phase before any development commences on that phase to fully and effectively 
characterise the nature and extent of any land and/or groundwater contamination 
and its implications.

(c) If the Phase 2 identifies any unacceptable risks, remediation is required and a 
Phase 3 Remediation Strategy detailing the proposed remediation and 
verification works shall be carried out for that phase.  No alterations to the 
remediation proposals shall be carried out without the prior written agreement of 
the Local Planning Authority.  If during the remediation or development works 
any contamination is identified that has not been considered in the Phase 3, then 
remediation proposals for this material shall be agreed in writing with the Local 
Planning Authority and the development completed in accordance with any 
amended specification of works and timescales.

Completion

(d) Upon completion of the remedial works (if required), a Phase 4 Verification 
Report (Validation Report) confirming the objectives, methods, results and 
effectiveness of all remediation works detailed in the Phase 3 Remediation 
Strategy shall be submitted to and agreed in writing with the Local Planning 
Authority within 2 months of completion of the development.

Reason:  To ensure that risks from land contamination to the future users of the land 
and neighbouring land are minimised, together with those to controlled waters, 
property and ecological systems, and to ensure that the development can be carried 
out safely without unacceptable risk to workers, neighbours and other offsite 
receptors in accordance with policies U11 and U12 of the City of Durham Local Plan 
and Part 15 of the National Planning Policy Framework. Required to be a pre-
commencement condition as the site contamination investigation/mitigation must be 
devised prior to the development being implemented.

Plant Noise Levels 
13. The rating level of noise emitted from fixed plant/machinery on the site shall not 

exceed the background (LA90) by more than 5dB LAeq (1 hour) between 07.00-
23.00 and 0dB LAeq (15 mins) between 23.00-07.00. The measurement and 
assessment shall be made according to BS 4142: 2014. 



Reason: In the interests of the amenity of surrounding land uses, and in and in order 
to comply with policy U5  of the City of Durham Local Plan and Part 15 of the National 
Planning Policy Framework. 

   Dust Action Plan 
14.      No development shall take place until a Dust Action Plan has been first submitted to 

and then approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.  The Dust Action Plan 
shall detail measures to suppress dust during the construction phases of the 
development.  The development must be constructed/implemented in accordance 
with the content of the approved Dust Action Plan.

Reason: In the interests of the amenity of surrounding land uses, and in and in order 
to comply with policy U5  of the City of Durham Local Plan and Parts 15 of the 
National Planning Policy Framework.

STATEMENT OF PROACTIVE ENGAGEMENT

The Local Planning Authority in arriving at its recommendation to approve this application 
has, without prejudice to a fair and objective assessment of the proposals, issues raised, and 
representations received, sought to work with the applicant in a positive and proactive 
manner with the objective of delivering high quality sustainable development to improve the 
economic, social and environmental conditions of the area in accordance with the NPPF. 
(Statement in accordance with Article 35(2) (CC) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015.)

BACKGROUND PAPERS

Submitted application form, plans supporting documents and subsequent information 
provided by the applicant.
The National Planning Policy Framework (2012)
National Planning Practice Guidance Notes
City of Durham Local Plan (2004)
Statutory, internal and public consultation responses
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